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As Flt Commander (FC) of 9-10 I have the easy job just sending out E-Mails to all 

hands.  The staff and members do all the hard work and make me look good. 

 

Dennis Cherney (VFC) wearing the hat of Vice Flt Commander gets the brunt of all 

my FYI  e-mail and keeps me on the straight and narrow.   Under his second hat as 

Computer Services (FSO-CS) he has created a Web Page that is a "WORK OF ART".  

It is a must CLICK ON. 

 

Donna Stull (IPFC) our Immediate Past Flt Commander is my mentor.  Without her guiding 

hand I would be lost. 

 

Vincent Abbatiello (FSO-AN) Is taking over the recent vacant post as Staff Officer in charge 

of Aids to Navigation (ATON).  It is a big job but he has all ready hit the water running. 

 

Dan Kasper (FSO-CM) is the guy who keeps our communications running.  Stop up at our 

OPS/COMMS Center and take a look see.  You might want to become a Watchstander. 

 

Ray Knoll (FSO-MT) Enough cannot be said of our Member Training Officer.  Ray is the one 

to contact if you are interested in becoming Crew/Coxswain qualified.  If you want to sign up 

for any of the courses offered to our members talk to Ray..He will get it done.  Heôs also the 

voice for "COASTIE" , but that is another story. 

 

Jack Salis (FSO-VE)  One of our Winter Residents, has gone North and left Ray Knoll to han-

dle Vessel Exams till he gets back. If you want an interesting job become a Vessel Examiner.  

You meet some great boaters,   get to examine some fantastic large and small vessels, while 

performing a great service to the boating public. 

 

Gary Crittenden (FSO-FN)  Is the Financial Officer who signs the checks and keeps the finan-

cial Records.  If you need money, see Gary. 

 

Richard Huczek (FSO-IS)  I think Richie has the toughest job in the flotilla.  He is our Infor-

mation Officer.  If you want to know your hours, awards, medals, hat and shoe size check with 

Richie.  You give him information he knows where to send it and makes sure it gets there.  It 

ain't easy. 

 

Marianne Conti (FSO-MA) Anyone need  Envelopes, Stamps, Pencils, Training Manuals, VE 

Decals, Name Tags, Forms, Forms, More Forms and the list goes on.  That is only part of the 

Materials Officers job. 

 

Dan Godfrey (FSO-OPS)  It's a great job being Operations Officer.  Making up Monthly  Pa-

trol Schedule, doing on water training of Coxswains and Crews, providing Facilities for Coast 

Guard and other agencies when requested for on water events..Like I said, "GREAT JOB". 

 

Marianne Conti (FSO_PS) "I WANT TO JOIN the AUXILIARY".  Marianne is notified and 

as Personnel Service Officer contacts and interviews prospective member. Enrollment Form 
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Dave McDonough (FSO-PE)  Handles all matters pertaining to Public Education.  He  sched-

ules, organizes, teaches and tests all who are interested in courses we offer to the public.  

"COASTIE" is his "BABY"éBut that is another story. 

 

Armando Ingratta (FSO-MV)  I have lost track of half of Armando's jobs and titles but he is 

Marine Dealer Visitor Officer.  If you stop in at one of the 45 dealers in our area you will see 

Armando's handy work.. Racks loaded with books and pamphlets containing  the latest informa-

tion pertaining to water safety, free courses offered and information about the Auxiliary.  Ar-

mando has "HIS" trailer at boat shows, pubic events and where ever he can inform the public on 

boating safety.  Armando drives "COASTIE".  But that is another story. 

 

Virginia More (FSO-SR)  Keeps our records without whom we would have no history.  

Thanks Virginia 

 

Like I said "YOUSE GUYS MAKE ME LOOK GOOD"  
 

History by Dave McDonough  FSO-PE 
July History  

1979- While on a 10 -week cadet cruise CGC Ingham  located the 75 -foot Honduran fishing 
trawler Mary Ann  about 500 miles southwest of San Juan, Puerto Rico.   A boarding team 
seized the trawler after they discovered 15 -tons of marijuana aboard. The Mary Ann  first at-
tempted to evade the boarding and actually renamed Ingham , causing some damage to the 
cutter. The trawler finally hove to after Ingham  fired a number of warning shots.   

 
1994-Cutters assigned to Operation Able Manner, which commenced under presidential or-
der on 15 January 1994, rescued 3,247 Haitian migrants from 70 grossly overloaded sailboats 
in the Windward Passage.   They rescued a total of 15,955 during the month of July, 1994.   

 
2000- HH-65A CGNR 6539 rescued 51 persons from a burning oil rig in the Gulf of Mex-
ico.   The aircrew responded to the fire and safely airlifted 15 people to a nearby platform nine 
miles from the fire.   They then evacuated another 36 people to awaiting boats.   One of the 
6539's  crew had landed on the platform to coordinate the rescue.   As the helicopter returned 
to retrieve him, the rig exploded and sent a fireball 100 feet into the air.   Unsure whether he 
survived, the 6539 flew into the thick, black column of smoke and safely rescued him.   All 
four aircrew were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross.  

 
2001- CGC Sherman  became the second cutter to circumnavigate the globe when she re-
turned to the United States from a six -month deployment to the Arabian Gulf in support of 
U.N. operations.   She conducted 219 queries, 115 boardings, and five diverts.   Her crew 
saved 38 lives, including 11 Iraqi smugglers when their vessel sank in a storm off UAE.   She 
towed a 33,000 ton carrier foundering in 50 -foot seas off the Cape of Good Hope, saving 22 
lives and keeping the ship from running aground at the entrance to Port Elizabeth, South Af-
rica.   Her crew also saved 5 Costa Rican fishermen found after they were adrift for 21 
days.   (The Eastwind  was the first cutter to circumnavigate the globe on a cruise in 1960 -
1961.)  

Cont. pg 1 
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Upcoming Public Education Classes 

 

Boating Skills & Seamanship 
 Tell everyone that has a boat that this class is worth them taking no matter how 

long they had been on the water. Well worth the time and money for everyone! 

 

Starts Aug. 17th  -  7PM at Publix Conference Roomð Santa Barbara & Veterans SS   

Contact Dave McDonough  239-283-2208 

 

Marlinspike ð Letôs all brush up on our knots and splices 

Each month we will have a new knot to learn. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

Uses: The Carrick Bend (ABOK  # 1439, p 263) 

joins two ropes together. It used to be widely used 

to join large hawsers. To preserve the attractive 

shape of the knot, the bitter end of each hawser 

was often fastened with a seizing back to its own 

standing end. This seizing, however, is not required 

for safety.  

We can always improve our Marlinspike skills !!! 

 

 

If you know of some splices or knots let me know and we will use 

them over the next few months. 
 

 

 

http://www.animatedknots.com/references.php?LogoImage=LogoGrog.jpg&Website=www.animatedknots.com#ABOK
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Let the ñBrave Sailorsò 

impress us with this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  The following people are in crew training, Wolfson, Kriney, Coome, Midgett ,Redmond, 

Jenkins, and Clander.  

When on patrol as a Crew or Coxswain, please give attention to what these people need 

signed off in their Qualification Guide. There are 278 items in the Qual Guide your help 

in signing off items will be appreciated.    

Anyone interested in being a watch stander see me for the Manual.   This year there is 

special attention being given to people completing the AUXOPS courses. If you are inter-

ested in finishing the courses not taken let me know which course you need. The end of 

July is targeted for teaching the WEATHER class.   Aug 22,at the CG STATION there 

will be pump training. This is a portable pump used to de-water boats in distress. The 

course will be taught by the CG regulars. Anyone interested in this class must let me know 

as the CG needs an accurate head count.    

To all FSOs; make sure that you get your  monthly report to your SO, some flotillas are 

only reporting 1/3 of the required reports, let's not be one of them.   

Structure: The Hasty Webbing Harness enables a temporary lift-

ing harness seat to be constructed from a piece of webbing strap-

ping.  

Technique: Approximately twenty feet of webbing strap is re-

quired. The loop which is initially tucked into the wasteband 

should be about six inches away from the center. This means that 

the final knot will be tied above one hip. For security the square 

(reef) knot must be backed up with a pair of half hitches either 

side of the square (reef) knot.  

A Word From Our FSO-MT     Ray Knoll  

 



Page 5 

Summertime is a good time to study while relaxing. 

Check out these courses****** 

 

 

M16672.2D Mar 25, 1999  -- Navigation Rules Latest Edition 

M16796.2E 1996 --  Auxiliary VE Manual 

M16796.8 OCT 5, 2000  --  Vessel Safety Check Manual  

http://www.uscg.mil/directives/cim/16000-16999/CIM_16672_2D.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/directives/cim/16000-16999/CIM_16796_2E.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/directives/cim/16000-16999/CIM_16796_8.pdf

